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CHARGE TO THE IRVINGTON AD HOC
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Whereas, the Historic District Sub-Committee (the Sub-Committee) of the Irvington
Land use Committee (LUC) was organized to assist the LUC in the development of the
Irvington 2003 Comprehensive Plan specifically to enable preservation of the existing

character of the Village, particularly with respect to the Main Street downtown area and,

Whereas, the Sub-Committee worked on its mission for over two years involving
numerous meetings of the Sub-Committee, numerous public informational meetings, and
widespread publicity including direct mailings to potential district residents, thereby

creating many opportunities for broad public input regarding the consideration and,

Whereas, the survey conducted by the Sub-Committee indicated that almost all of the
survey respondents indicated support for the implementation of guidelines to ensure that
the character of this neighborhood remains harmonious and generally consistent with the
way it looks now, which broad guidelines are enumerated in the “Irvington Historic
District Survey Analysis” of the Committee’s applicaﬁon for Historic District designation
to the New York State Office of Park, Recreation and Historic Preservation, a copy of

which is annexed hereto;

Now therefore, be it resolved, that the Board of Trustees (BOT) of the Village of
Irvington, New York, having appointed the Ad Hoc Historic District Sub-Committee of
the Land Use Committee by addressing and making recommendations to the BOT
regarding the contours of legislation relative to the establishment of an historic district.
Specifically, the Board charges the Ad Hoc Committee to outline in descriptive layman’s-
terms potential Iécal laws intended to implement guidelines to preserve the character of
this neighborhood as enumerated in the afore-referenced “Irvington Historic District
Survey Analysis”. The Committee is directed to proceed directly to the development of
such outlines without the need for further public airings of such considerations which was

so thoroughly, comprehensively and admirably accomplished by the Land Use Historic

District Sub-Committee.



INTRODUCTION

The physical appearance of any community is a reflection of the attitudes and
values of its citizens. Well-maintained neighborhoods suggest a high degree of
community pride. A Village’s appreciation of itself is reflected by its policy toward
preservation of its historic character. The passage of a historic preservation ordinance

~ constitutes an assertion that the community shares such preservation goals.

The historic character of a Village can be lost through inappropriate alterations,
demolition, insensitive new development, the erosive effect of slow change and a lack of
maintenance. Losing each small historic detail can have a devastating effect over time.
However, historic district regulations can prevent unregulated change and encourage
preservation of the original architectural styles and details of historic buildings in
downtown Irvington. :

Generally historic preservation will likely succeed in a neighborhood that is
economically stable and culturally vibrant, and especially when preservation regulations
promoting a valid purpose are balanced with the rights of the property owners.
Legislation must not be so restrictive as to deprive owners of all reasonable beneficial use
of their property. Regulations must honor a citizen’s constitutional rights to due process.
Rational procedures must be followed in administrating an ordinance.

Much of the small town character and attraction of downtown Irvington is due to
the variety of intact historic architecture. Dating from the mid nineteenth century through
much of the twentieth century, the built environment represents many styles popular
during more than a century. If the character of Irvington’s historic Main Street district is
to be preserved, it is important for property owners and governing officials to recognize
good preservation treatments for older buildings and that choosing the wrong treatment
can cause irreversible damage to historic properties. The Design Guidelines herein
provide an introduction to historic preservation and offer recommendations to assist with
good practice and judgment regarding the maintenance or alteration of buildings within
the proposed district.

Design guidelines can help avoid damaging or incongruent alteration of historic
architecture by offering options for dealing with alterations or repair of significant
architectural features and by suggesting treatments for solving common maintenance
issues. Most importantly, owners of properties within the proposed Historic District can
benefit from Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation when making physical changes
to the exterior of their properties.



A preservation ordinance protects historic properties by officially recognizing
historic areas, buildings and sites as local historic districts and landmarks. Owners of
these locally designated areas get approval from a locally appointed board for exterior
changes, additions, new construction, relocation and demolition, so that changes
complement the historic appearance of the building and its surroundings. This approval
process is called design review. By encouraging appropriate alterations and new
construction that fits in with the existing buildings, design review in local historic
districts helps protect and enhance property values. It helps preserve the historic appeal
of the neighborhood and protects owners from out-of-place intrusions.

The proposed legislation and design guidelines herein reflect the
recommendations of the Land Use Committee and the desires of the majority of property
owners in the Historic District based on extensive public meetings and the results of a
survey conducted by the Historic District Sub-committee in 2002.

This outline addressed criteria for establishing a Historic District, components of
a preservation ordinance, how the review and approvals process works, standards and
guidelines for treatment of historic properties, sample applications, submission
requirements and results of the survey analysis.

The proposed legislation and guidelines were drafted by the Ad Hoc Historic
District Committee appointed by the Village of Irvington Board of Trustees. The
Committee is made up of property owners living in the Historic District. The Committee
was assisted by a member of the former Land Use Committee, a resident volunteer legal
advisor, and the Village Attorney.



 HISTORY

The proposed Main Street Historic District satisfies National Register preservation
criteria in that the very purchase of the land can be traced back to the America’s earliest
settlers, 18" century prosperous merchants who participated in the shaping of the New York
City area economy, and tenant farmers and soldiers who supported and fought in the
Revolutionary War.

The Main Street area of Irvington has maintained its historical small-town American
atmosphere in spite of the rapid tempo of modern life. Irvington was originally well-known
because America’s first international author, Washington Irving (for whom the Village is
named), was a resident of the community. After the Civil War, the area was increasingly
the favored summer locale (preceding Newport and Southampton) for many of the most
prominent and wealthy families of New York City. '

Today, the Main Street area offers a rare example of a compact, former working-
class neighborhood, with rows of small, closely sited houses lining the block-long streets
that radiate north and south from the Main Street corridor. The workers who served the
wealthy families residing in the area lived in some of the houses and/or owned and worked

in the commercial buildings. Most of the buildings were constructed between 1880 and

1930, with the close spacing of residential and commercial structures reflecting the
shopping patterns of that era.

Main Street runs east and west along a hill leading to the Hudson River,
approximately 25 miles north of New York City. It originates at the old Albany Post Road,
now called Broadway. Two blocks from the top of the hill it crosses the Croton Aqueduct,
built in the 1840s to carry water to New York City. Its entire length of 10 blocks is graced
with views of the Hudson River.

In the prehistory period, Delaware and Mohican Indians lived along the lower
Hudson River. For these societies, the river was both heartland and highway. Beginning
with Henry Hudson's explorations in 1609, the eastern bank of the Hudson was settled first
by the Dutch and then by the English, with a number of large manors subsequently being
carved out or acquired for the gentry. During the 19th-century's Gilded Age, other large
estates were built in Irvington by significant families who shaped the development of the
Main Street area, such as Charles L. Tiffany (founder of Tiffany & Co. and father of Louis
Comfort Tiffany), Amzi Barber (the "Asphalt King"), John Jacob Astor, III, George
Morgan (uncle of J.P. Morgan and co-founder of the famous banking house), and James
Hamilton (son of Alexander Hamilton), among others. The Main Street area provided
housing and shopping for the workers serving these country seats. In the 20th century,
Irvington became a suburban community, as commuters who earned their livings in New
York City settled among the inhabitants engaged in local business, long time residents, and
service enterprises.



The Proposed Historic District

The area that was to become Irvington was deeded to Frederick Philipse in 1693 by
the King of England as part of the Manor of Philipsburgh. Because Philipse's descendants
remained loyal to the Crown during the American Revolution, the land was confiscated,
and many tenant farmers who had sided with the Americans took ownership of the lands
they previously had leased from Philipse. ‘

In 1812, Justus Dearman bought land from William Dutcher, one of these farmers.
Dearman sold this estate in 1849 to Franklin Field, who promptly "had the old farm
surveyed and laid out into streets and 266 building lots."! Tt is this land that defines the
boundaries of the proposed Historic District and for listing on the New York State and
National Registers of Historic Places. In addition, three historic structures that are

- contiguous to the original Dearman farm also have been include in the proposed Historic

District: St. Barnabas (1853), the Presbyterian Church (1869), and the Bridge Street
industrial complex, part of the Lord and Burnham factory complex which lies on the other
side of the railroad between Matthiessen Park and Scenic Hudson Park.

The proposed Main Street Historic District lies in the center of the Village. Its
boundaries are the shores of the Hudson River to the west; Broadway (New York State
Route 9) to the east; and on the north and south sides, the respective extremities of the
block-long cross streets that emanate from Irvington’s Main Street and which extend one
block in length and terminate in distinctively separate residential neighborhoods (Barney
Park to the south and Matthiessen Park to the north).?

The boundaries of the proposed Historic District have also been determined with
consideration to the extent of its principal features — residential and commercial, as well as
geographic and economic — which helped shape the development of the Village from
approximately 1850 to 193 0,> and locations of the extant structures illustrative of that
period. Main Street, the heart of the proposed Historic District, extends nearly 1/2 mile,
rising 161.5 feet from its base at the Hudson River to an intersection with Broadway (the
former Albany Post Road or King’s Highway) eastern head . These extremities of Main
Street are keyed to three modes of transportation — water, rail and vehicular — that have
shaped the Village’s history.

Historically, the streets perpendicular to Main Street were known as “A Street,”
“B Street,” etc. until they were named later for local individuals.

“A Street” became Astor Street, after John Jacob Astor, III, one of the richest men
in America who lived nearby at “Nuits”;

“B Street” became Buckhout Street, after Captain John Buckhout, an early settler
who fought in the Revolutionary War and was a tenant farmer who bought
land after the Revolution;

! See attached 1848 map showing boundaries of the Dearman property/Appendix ‘C’.
2 See attached 2002 map showing proposed Main Street Historic District/ Appendix ‘B’
? See attached 1901 map illustrating early development of the proposed Village district/ Appendix ‘D’



